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BOARD MEETING 

Boeing engineers Sandra Senegal Purdom 
(left) and Patrice Hall run through the build 
sequence for the Space Launch System 
engine section Core Stage 3.
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The  
Scenic  
Route to 
Space
Two rocket scientists  
overcome challenges  
and bring others along  
for the ride

Negative Turned Positive

Sandra Senegal Purdom beat the odds the  
day she was born.

Her mother went into labor three months early.  
Baby Sandra was not expected to live. Doctors  
asked her father, a U.S. Army officer on leave,  
to make the gut-wrenching decision to save  
his wife’s life. They would try their best to save  
the baby, too.  

Four months later, the Senegals brought their  
daughter home from the hospital alive, well and  
ready to take on the world. 
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Breaking the Mold

With the energy and determination to succeed, Purdom finished in  
the top percentile of her California high school class. She was accepted  
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Engineer on the Rise

Patrice Hall considers herself lucky. 

She became a first-generation college graduate after earning an aerospace 
engineering degree from Tuskegee University, a storied historically Black 
university, during the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. She’s also 
one of Purdom’s mentees. Hall started at Boeing as an intern then moved into  
a role as a manufacturing engineer on the build team for the SLS program.  
She is now a computing architect across the enterprise. 

“Patrice is a phenomenal young woman with a bright, wonderful personality 
and is always looking for new opportunities to learn,” Purdom said.

Answering the Call




