
SANTA SUSANA
FIELD LABORATORY–GROUNDWATER INVESTIGATION

As a result of past rocket-
engine testing and energy 
research, chemicals seeped 
into the soil and groundwater 
of the Santa Susana Field 
Laboratory site. The primary 
groundwater contaminant 
is trichloroethylene (TCE), a 
common industrial solvent. 
TCE was used in the early 
years at the lab to clean out 
residual fuel after rocket 
engine testing and degrease 
parts and equipment.

In 1984, Rocketdyne, 
the previous owner of 
the property, began an 

extensive investigation 
and cleanup program to 
identify and prevent the 
spread of groundwater 
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