




SANTA SUSANA WESTERN RANCHING AND MOVIE FILMING

needed a large and remote location to 
test them. NAA leased, and later bought, 
540 acres to the immediate east of Sky 
Valley Ranch from the Dundas family; 
the acres were previously leased by 
Sage Ranch. By 1954, the “Rocketdyne 
and Power Division of North American 
Aviation” purchased Sky Valley Ranch 
from the Silvernales and Halls. Sky 
Valley Ranch was subsequently divided 
into what became known as Areas I, 
II, III and IV. The �eld lab was renamed 

the Santa Susana Field 
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•  Iron Mountain Trail (1953)

•  Shadows of 
Tombstone (1953)

•  The Nebraskan (1953)

•  Wings of the Hawk (1953)

•  Jack Slade (1953)

•  Ride Clear of Diablo (1954)

•  They Rode West (1954)

•  Arrow in the Dust (1954)

•  Apache (1954)

•  Drums Across the 
River (1954)

•  The Black Dakotas (1954)

•  Overland Paci�c (1954)

•  I Spy: Apollo episode (1967)

•  Barnaby Jones: The Alpha-
Bravo War episode (1975)

•  Six Million Dollar Man: 
Return of the Robot 
Maker episode (1975)

•  Star Wars Saga: 
Episode IV (1977)

•  Star Wars: Episode IV -  
A New Hope (1977)

•  Telefon (1977) 

•  Hooper (1978)

•  Return From Witch 
Mountain (1978)

•  Star Trek Deep Space Nine:  
The Quickening 
episode (1996)

•  Space: Above and Beyond

•  Air Wolf

•  Alien Nation

The Internet Movie Database (IMDB), www.imdb.com, typically lists the movie set location for television shows or movies as “Burro Flats”  
or the “Santa Susana Field Laboratory.” Sources:

• IMDB, Internet Movie Database, www.IMDB.com 

•  Jerry England, “Real Cowboys of the Santa Susanas: Chatsworth 
Movie Ranches,” www.cowboyup.com/MovieHist

• Ray and Ann Vincent, Chatsworth Historical Society

• Rocketdyne historical archives

•  North American Aviation, Rocketdyne and Atomics  
International retirees

• Boeing employees

Santa Susana Field Laboratory
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Richard Anderson (left) and Lee Majors (right) in  
Six Million Dollar Man: Return of the Robot Maker (1975)

www.imdb.com
www.imdb.com
www.cowboyup.com/MovieHist

