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REQUIRING THE BOEING COMPANY. , SANTA SUSANA FIELD LABORATORY
TO CEASE AND DESIST DISCHARGES OF CONTAMINANT CONCENTRATIONS IN EXCESS
OF APPLICABLE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS TO WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Regién (Regional Board) finds:
BACKGROUND

1. ‘The Boeing Company (Permittee), Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) is located at the top of
Woolsey Canyon Road in the Simi Hills, Ventura County, California. The site includes 2,800 acres
of land; the developed portion of the site comprises approximately 1,500 acres. There is 1,200-
acres of undeveloped land located to the south and additional 150-acres of undeveloped land to the
north of the developed portion of the site. SSFL is owned by both the Permittee and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). The United States Department of Energy (DOE)
also owns several buildings located in Area IV, with the land being under the ownership of Boeing.

- 2. The Permittee and its predecessors’ operations at SSFL since 1950 include research, development,
assembly, disassembly, and testing of rocket engines, and chemical lasers. DOE conducted past
operations in research and development of energy related programs, including nuclear reactors, and
seismic testing experiments. Current DOE activities ons1te are solely related to facility closure,
environmental remediation, and restoration.
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' used to support rocket engine testing. Other facility support activities such as cooling, heating,
~ domestic waste treatment, and groundwater treatment also contributed to discharges from the site.
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9. On June 27,2001, the Regional Board issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to the Permittee for

‘ violations of the effluent limits and monitoring and reporting requirements set forth in Board Order
No. 98-051.. The Permittee’s effluent discharges exceeded the limits for mercury (Hg), copper (Cu),

‘ BOD, total coliform, total suspended solids (TSS), cadmium (Cd), thallium (TI), oil and grease,
antimony, (Sb), and NO, + NO; as Njtrogen (N) from January 2000 through March 2001 from
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rescinding seven (7) effluent limit violations and two (2) monitoring and reporting violations noted
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! 10. On October 19, 2001, the Regional Board issued a Revised NOV to the Permittee, which resulted in
in the June 27, 2001, NOV.

11. On April 29, 2002, the Regional Board issued Complaint No. R4-2002-0084 for Mandatory
‘Minimum Penalty to the Permittee in the amount of $39,000 which was paid by the Permittee for
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18. ° Ina letter dated April 14, 2005, the Permittee, in response to the March 14, 2005 NOV, submitted a
~ report detailing corrective actions taken. The Permittee asserted that most of the exceedances are
the result of natural causes and/or new constituents. effluent limits or methodologies in the renewed

| _ permit. The Permittee also asserted that they planned to request that the permit be modified to

remove vermitted discharees that were generated bv operations that have been terminated (sewase _ -
lj

R treatment plants).

19. . By a letter to the Regional Board dated July 15, 2005, the Permittee requested that the Regional

Board reopen and revise the NPDES permit issued in July 2004 to prov1de a comphance schedule
LI s b S DG » WSS B o ISEFII BN IPUSFpas. PSSV S -

T

.




!ﬁ —-PF:IA ﬁ’ Laal} iSDAAT ans -

¥ 2 e : e
?L_h.-
! 4

25. On January 24, 2006, tentative Order R4-2006-00XX, which incorporated updates associated with
- the metals and nutrients TMDLs for Los Angeles River was issued for public comment. During the
March 9, 2006, Board Meeting the item was considered and the proposed amendment adopted as
~ Order No. R4-2006-0036. "
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a) “Standard Provision Al: Neither the disf)osal nor any handling of wastes shall cause
pollution or nuisance..” ' '
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»  Where reciuired the area was re-gradéd to improve surface flow path.
» Rip rap was installed across the access road at Outfall 006.

.- Implemented upgraded structural BMPs at all outfall locations in the developed portion of the
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beds to slow the flow of the runoff and filter bags filled with activated carbon and vermiculite,
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Many of the upgraded BMPs were implemented prior to May 2006, which was reported in the Best
Management Practices Effectiveness Sampling Workplan for Santa Susana Field Laboratory
submitted to the Regional Board on October 2, 2006. However, the Permittee has continued to
evaluate and upgrade the BMPs. :

37. Section 13301 of the California Water Code states, in part that:
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prior to the J anuary 19, 2006 Board Meeting. BMPs implemented prior to the ﬁre were typical of
those routinely used at construction sites to retard the transport of sediment (silt fences, plastic

sheeting, etc). In most cases, the BMPs implemented after the fire were designed to slow flows (i.e.
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On May 24, 2007, Boeing submitted to the Regional Board the Phase 2 Post-Fire Vegetation

Recovery Assessment Report prepared for Geosyntech Consultants by Western Botanical Services,

Inc. The report assessed the status of and time to recovery of chaparral and scrub at the project site

subsequent to the Topanga Fire. The executive summary of the report asserts that chaparral and

scrub represent the dominant vegetation types at SSFL and that these plant communities represent

an important natural vegetation-based means of erosion control at the site. It further states that the

“perennial plant cover differed by significantly more than 30 percent between burned and unburned

transects. total veeefative cover differed by sienificantlv ereater than 20 vercent cover and ground




- Ne e o podla=l § 107 002s
L— R




. Cease and Desist Order No. R4-2007-0056 ,
‘ The Boeing Company _ ' : Page 10

a. A time s'chedule that begins on November 1, 2007, and ends on June 10, 2009.

b " Assemhly of 2 napel to review site conditions, modeled flow. conaminants of concern.

and evaluate the BMPs capable of prov1d1ng the required treatment to meet the final
efﬂuent limits.

~c. A description of the BMPs to be utilized. Design the BMPs and develop a plan for
BMP implementation. Purchase requlred matenals

£

A schedule for the installation of the BMPs at Outfalls 008 and 009.






